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A SMARTER SOLUTION TO HUNGER & WASTE

This is food that’s already in our community, 
and we have the logistics needed to rescue 
it: a dedicated staff, trucks, refrigerated vans, 
and partnerships with other nonprofits to 
transport and distribute it.  

It’s available

With inflation, purchasing food is 
extremely costly for hunger relief 
organizations. There are various costs 
associated with food rescue, such as 
pack and pick fees for rescued produce 
from farms and transportation, but 
overall, food rescue costs less than 
purchasing food outright, helping your 
donation go further. 

It's cost effective
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While Feeding San Diego has 
been rescuing food since we were 
founded in 2007, a California 
law that went into effect in 2022 
requires certain food businesses to 
donate edible surplus food to food 
recovery organizations like ours!  

It's actually the law

Feeding America has established a 
food safety protocol that we follow 
to ensure food safety standards are 
met at every point in the food rescue 
process. Our highly trained staff, 
volunteers, and partners ensure that 
food safety is a priority.  

It can be done safely
Did you know that more than 31% of the food 
produced in the United States goes to waste 
each year? 

At Feeding San Diego, we're changing that 
through food rescue (also called food recovery). 
This is the process of collecting fresh, edible 
food that might otherwise be thrown away 
and redirecting it to people who are facing 
food insecurity. 

The impact is significant. About 90% of the 
food we distribute comes from rescue efforts. 
This includes food that is sourced from farms, 
grocery stores, food manufacturers, and 
partners across the region. 

Our team and dedicated community partners 
collect and share these nutritious items, 
bringing rescued food to our distribution 
center in Sorrento Valley and connecting local 
partners directly with food donors in their 
neighborhoods. 

Food rescue is a practical, sustainable solution 
that tackles both hunger and food waste at 
the same time—and it starts right here. 

If you are a business that has surplus food to 
donate, please reach out to our team at 
fooddonation@feedingsandiego.org. 

Food waste that ends up in the landfill 
is, simply put, bad for the environment. 
Last year, our food rescue efforts helped 
avert 28,986 metric tons of CO2. That’s the 
equivalent of taking more than 6,700 cars 
off the road for a whole year. 

It's  good for the planetThrough our food rescue model, we prioritize 
fresh food including produce, dairy, meat, and 
prepared foods. 

It provides a wide variety of food 

We partner with more than 
780 food donors both locally 
and across the country, from 
small businesses to stores that 
are household names. Working 
together helps build relationships 
and bring us all together around 
a shared goal.   

It’s a community effort 

Why Food Rescue?



A Letter From Our COOHow Food Rescue Works
Dear Friends of Feeding San Diego,  

If you’ve been connected to our work for a while, you know our mission 
has two equally important parts: ensuring every person facing hunger 
can access nutritious meals and rescuing as much good food as possible 
before it’s wasted. In this newsletter, I want to highlight that second 
piece, because it’s not only essential to how we feed people—it’s essential 
to how we take care of our planet.  

Food rescue is one of the things that truly sets us apart. As you’ll learn 
in the feature on pages one and two, it’s a complex, daily effort that 
my team pours their hearts into. I’m incredibly proud that among more 
than 200 food banks in the Feeding America network, Feeding San 
Diego consistently ranks among the top in rescuing the most food. This 
work is a powerful solution to hunger and a vital part of our region’s 
sustainability. 

But none of this happens without you. 

I’m continually moved by the compassion of this community. Your support 
shows how deeply you care—not just about helping families access healthy 
groceries, but about building a more sustainable future for all of us. 

Thank you for standing with us. 

While some rescued food does come to our distribution center in Sorrento Valley, the primary way we 
rescue food is by connecting over 120 agency partners (other 501c3 nonprofits) with stores in their 
community, empowering them to rescue food directly for those they serve. Our countywide network 
makes over 980 weekly food rescue pickups from local food donors! Here’s one example:  

100 BY 2030: AN UPDATE ON THE SCHOOL PANTRY PROGRAM EXPANSION  

Feeding San Diego’s School Pantry Program supports K-12 students and their families by providing 
nutritious food directly on campuses across the county. After challenges during the pandemic, it has been 
in the rebuilding stage since 2022 and is now our fastest growing program. Here are the latest numbers: 
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Stronger Schools, Stronger Communities 

74 32

14k+ 19

54

100

school pantries 
operating

pantries sponsored 
by individual donors

school districts 
participating

households served 
each month 

schools remain on 
the waitlist 

school pantries on track 
to operate by 2028 
if current fundraising 
levels continue

Contact Sandy Karr, director of 
individual giving, at 619.847.7929 or 
skarr@feedingsandiego.org, or visit 
feedingsandiego.org/100by2030.
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Give today at feedingsandiego.org

This April, your gift provides twice as many 
nutritious meals thanks to a generous match!

	 “Coming from the background of going
 	 to local churches and receiving bread, 
cheese, and milk has pushed my desire to 
provide healthier options at our pantry. Our 
collaboration with Feeding San Diego has made 
this possible through the food rescue program. 
Those who find themselves in a tough spot find 
a sense of hope through food that makes them 
feel like they are part of the community. We take 
pride in providing our North County community 
with the freshest quality food possible.” 

Director of The Center Super Pantry Executive Vice President, 
Store Operations

San Diego Christian Center Stater Bros. Markets

Aidee Shand Bertha Luna

	 “When the nutritional needs of people 	
	 facing hunger are met, everyone in the 
community benefits. That’s why we value our 
partnership with Feeding San Diego, because 
together we can make a meaningful impact. By 
working hand in hand, we’re able to redirect 
wholesome food that would otherwise go to 
waste and ensure it reaches the individuals and 
families who need it the most. We’re proud to 
help provide essential support to our neighbors 
and strengthen the overall well-being of our 
communities.”

Learn more about supporting 
the School Pantry Program!

A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR DECENTRALIZED MODEL ACROSS SAN DIEGO COUNTY

San Diego Christian Center
A Feeding San Diego Agency Partner

weekly food rescue pickups

food donor partners

pounds rescued monthly
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Feeding San Diego’s Corporate and Foundation 
Philanthropy Program recognizes companies 
and community groups that help end hunger 
through volunteerism, food donations, and 
annual contributions.

Keeping Up With Our 
Corporate & Foundation 
Philanthropy Partners

A Decade of Impact Through 
Starbucks FoodShare 

Blue Shield of California Promise Health Plan’s 
$250,000 investment strengthened Feeding San 
Diego’s emergency response during last fall’s 
prolonged government shutdown, helping provide 
hope, nourishment, and stability to local families. 
We are deeply grateful for their support. 

We’re grateful to Amazon for sponsoring 
Feeding San Diego’s Month of a Million Meals 
campaign, helping us surpass 11 million meals 
raised. Their continued partnership strengthens 
our mission to fight hunger and create lasting 
impact for families countywide. 

To become a partner, email AnnMarie Gabaldon, 
Director of Corporate Partnerships, at 
agabaldon@feedingsandiego.org.  

Ten years ago, Feeding San Diego joined Starbucks 
and Feeding America to help pilot an ambitious idea: 
rescue unsold, ready‑to‑eat food from Starbucks 
stores and deliver it to people facing hunger. A decade 
later, the Starbucks FoodShare Program has become 
one of our most reliable food rescue partnerships, 
transforming surplus food into nourishment for 
communities across San Diego County. 

Since 2016, more than 4.2 million pounds of Starbucks 
food have been rescued locally—items that would 
have gone to waste but instead became meals for 
families, seniors, and individuals in need. Today, 248 
Starbucks stores donate to Feeding San Diego, with 
food reaching 11 partner organizations countywide. 

The program does more than rescue food. Starbucks 
has invested more than $2.7 million in grants over 
the past decade to build capacity for our hunger‑
relief network. These funds support food rescue 
operations and help purchase vans, freezers, pallet 
trucks, food safety equipment, and other essential 
resources. 

Feeding San Diego is proud to celebrate ten years of 
this inspiring partnership—proof of what’s possible 
when a global company commits to community 
impact. 
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Pictured above: A volunteer at Third Avenue Charitable 
Organization prepares Starbucks FoodShare donations for 
the unhoused community. 

Open to all 
kids ages 

6 to 17

Volunteer or fundraise 
to help feed San Diegans 

and earn awesome prizes!

feedingsandiego.org/kids-helping-kids

Calling all youth changemakers! 

TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS WHO GAVE $5,000 OR 
MORE BETWEEN JULY 1 AND DECEMBER 31, 2025.Thank You

$1,000,000 and more
Aqualia International Foundation LTD
The Conrad Prebys Foundation
Gwendolyn M. Sontheim

$100,000 - $999,999
Sarah and Jason Boyce
The Chris and Melody Malachowsky Family 
  Foundation
David C. Copley Foundation
Life Science Cares
Lily Lai Foundation
MDM Foundation
Kef Prasit
Sapp Family Foundation
Valhalla Foundation
Vanessa Whitley

$50,000 - $99,999
The Enyedi Family
Jennifer Hershman
Joseph & Debra Peacock Charitable Fund
The Randell Charitable Fund
Rosemary Kraemer Raitt Foundation
Sanderson Family Donor Advised Fund
Nancy and Bob Selander
The Wilson Family Foundation
Anonymous (2)

$25,000 - $49,999
Steven and Mireille Barnard
Suzanne and Bruce Beals
David and Kristen Beatty
Andy and Cindy Berman
The Bloom Family Fund
DeBeer Family Charitable Fund
Michael and Regina Dowd
Elisabeth Ewing
Frederick Family Fund
Cindy and John Glancy
Hervey Family Non-Endowment Fund
Issa Family Foundation
The Jules & Gwen Knapp Charitable 
  Foundation
Jonathan and Nancy Lurie
Robert McDugald
Ann Norcoss Dunne
Tikvah Stewards Fund
The Ruth and Hal Launders Charitable Trust
Samuel H. French and Katherine Weaver 
  French Fund
Song Charity Fund
Dave and Charlene Walker
WBMJR 1974 Trust
The Whitley Family Charitable Fund
Anonymous (5)

$10,000 - $24,999
Attisha Family Fund
Avila Fund
Constance Beardsley
Beyer Family Foundation
Eric Bischoff and Brandee Wagner
John Bonino
Howard Bulos and Linda Tedjakusuma
Michelle and Ron Butler
C. J. Stafford and Dot Stafford Memorial 
  Trust
Charles & Ruth Billingsley Foundation
Carol Childs
Chin Ciardella Charitable Gift Fund
Lisa Nastasi-Clifford and Paul Clifford
Julie P. Cole
Lauren and Kyle Collins
Ginny Corrente
Thomas Crane
Elizabeth Cushman
Ashley Degen Smith
Jonathan Dien
Susan Ehrhardt
The Eleanor Hutchinson Parker Foundation
Juan Gil Ramirez and Amanda Sepulveda 
  Navarro
Glover Charitable Fund
Robert Granat and Alfred Mazur

Barbara Halte
Denise and Kevin Hartnett
Paula and Bill Hodgkiss
Eric Hornsten
Jordan Charitable Fund
Janet and John Kister
David and Lisa Knight
Knight Family Charitable Foundation
Mun Kung
Ann Link
Dennis and Pam Lint
The Lobato Fund
Ann Lomuto
The Lowery Family Foundation
Bob and Sara Lumpkins
Brian Malarkey
Martha J. Weiner Charitable Foundation
Rona McKechnie
McKinney Family Charitable Fund
Miraglo Foundation
Wes Mudge
Mark Murphy and Sarah Parks
Young Oh and Hee Chi
A.M. Ortega Construction
Orville and Gayle Kolterman Family 
  Charitable Fund
The Russ and Lynn Owens Family Fund at 
  The San Diego Foundation
The Peggy and Robert Matthews Foundation
Lon and Glenda Poliner
Jill Prolman
ProtoStar Group Foundation
Laing and John Rikkers
Julie Dillon and Jim Roberts
Greg and Raquel Rogers
Evan Rose
Sahm Family Foundation
Jade and Gwendolyn Samulski
Schnapp Family Charitable Fund
Judith Sedler and Douglas Druley
Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable 
  Foundation
Philip & Joanne Shapiro Legacy Donor 
  Advised Fund
Shared Vision Charitable Foundation
Sizwin ITP Foundation
Takahashi Family Fund
The Tallrabbit Foundation at UBS
Turk Family Philanthropic Fund
Johanna Unger
Jonathan Vick and Lael Montgomery
The RCG Fund
The Waters/McCroskey Family Trust
Elizabeth Wilson
Amelia Wood
Anonymous (20)

$5,000 - $9,999
Rosalie A Kramm
Patrick Ahern
The Anderson Family Fund
Eric Andrews
Alana C Asmussen Charitable Fund at 
  Schwab Charitable
Jinny Batterson
Lorri and Pete Bauer
William and Jennifer Beamer
Terry Berenson
Marjean Boettcher
Marcy Bordeaux
Patrick Bowen, Tracey Brooten, and Family
Harvey and Connie Cain
Maureen and Shawn Caine
KL Calkins Family Fund
Curtis Carlso
Frank and Lisa Casella
River and Keri Cohen
Paul and Jan Collier Charitable Gift Fund
The Colwell Family Charitable Giving Fund
Judith Courtemanche
Jorge and Lynn Covarrubias
Mark Covarrubias
Cowlin Foundation
David and Carol Jean Craig
Daniel and Nancy Donoghue

Michael and Paula Downey
David and Nancy Doyle
Raymonda Duvall
Jon Ericson
Eduardo Esteves
Carol Finch
Jim and Linda Fornaca
The Franklin and Dorothy Piacentini 
  Charitable Trust
Jason and Candice Gehrmann
Kimberly Golynskiy
David Greenlee
Gerard and Beverly Greer
Laurie Jo Guinn and Bradley Spitz
Katie Halliday
Marcia Foster Hazan Fund
Tom and Jo Hazard
The Hellands
Amy Hernandez
Judy Hertzberg
Bruce Hertzfeld
Beth Hopkins Rodabaugh and Thomas 
  Rodabaugh
Alan Hyatt
David and Therese Hymer
Mike Inclan
Isaac Family Institute of Charity
Ruth Johnson
KBS Family Foundation
Daniel and Randee Kuehler
The Kuhn Foundation
Becky Kunczynski
Russ Kusumoto
George and Eileen Lazar
Barbara Lougee Charitable Fund
Michael John Matheson
Carla Mathison
The MDBSD Foundation
Alberto Mier y Terán & Lisa Lonergan
Joe and Nancy Monaco
Louis and Arlene Navias
Alan Nawoj and Elizabeth Farrell
Sandra Nelson
The Vann P. and Carol G. Parker Charitable 
  Fund
The Guth-Pasta Charitable Fund
Pearl Family Charitable Fund
Storm Phoenix Breed
Price Philanthropies
Ranadive Charitable Fund
The Rice Family Foundation
Robb Family Gift Fund
Eric Roberts
Carol Rothenberg
Kristin Ruscetta Charitable Giving Fund
Saint Family Charitable Fund
Mark and Katherine Schiffman
Keely Shawn and Lisa Telepman
Shewmaker
Shoemaker Foundation
Silver Charitable Trust
Debbie Simpson
Tom Steyer
The Stuart Family Charitable Trust
Amy Stull
Jean Sullivan and David Nassif
Paul Swanson
Thio-Tai Family Giving Fund
Margo Thomas
Thomas H. Lowder Family Foundation
Paul Henkart and Nancy Tomich
Kevin and Kaoru Trepa
C L van der Schans
Robert Viets
Bill Vivian
Michael and Kim Warner
Jack and Beth Waters
The Welton-Nafissi Fund at Ayco Charitable 
  Foundation
Carol and Craig Whitwer
Lorena and Ray Wilkins
Susan H. Williamson
Elizabeth and Timothy Wright
Ian Wrigley and Nichole Bressner
Anonymous (30)
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Join our email list to receive our digital monthly 
newsletter, News Bites, and add impact to your inbox. 
Sign up at feedingsandiego.org/stay-inspired.

Physical address:
9477 Waples St., Ste. 100
San Diego, CA 92121

Mailing address:
PO Box 720010
San Diego, CA 92172-0010 Federal Tax ID #26-0457477

@feedingsandiego
feedingsandiego.org

Thank you to our Inspire Level corporate, foundation, and food 
rescue partners who gave between July 1 and December 31, 2025!

Join Feeding San Diego in providing critical food assistance

Inspire Partners are recognized for their generous contributions of $25,000 and above or 60,000 lbs. of food and above.

To learn more about becoming a corporate partner, contact AnnMarie Gabaldon, director of corporate 
partnerships, at agabaldon@feedingsandiego.org or 760.271.1660. If you are a business that has 

surplus food to donate, please reach out to our team at fooddonation@feedingsandiego.org. 


