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OUR MISSION is to connect every person facing hunger with
nutritious meals by maximizing food rescue. JOIN US.

\\.ﬁ PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER

NewsFeed is printed on Elemental Chlorine Free paper by a Forest Stewardship Council®
certified printer to ensure that our world’s forests are nurtured and protected. With the
EEEEEEEE printing of this newsletter, we offset our paper consumption by planting 61 trees.

feedingsandiego.org | 02



9 Victoria Pearce

o




MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

Hello friends,

July 1 marked the start of Feeding San Diego’s new fiscal year. Looking
back, | am proud of what we were able to accomplish last fiscal year
(July 2020 - June 2021): 40,373,990 meals were distributed to people
facing hunger. We couldn’t have done it without you — thank you! This
was achieved at a time when more than one million people were reported
to be facing hunger in San Diego, including more than 284,00 children.*

Our three-year strategic plan has defined aggressive goals to help close
the meal gap in San Diego County. In the months and years ahead, you
will see our organization working with many other people and nonprofit
organizations in a variety of ways. We welcome the opportunity to forge
strategic alliances with other inspiring thought leaders and agents of
change so we can create an even bigger impact. As a community, we are
better together

In the spirit of new beginnings we have redesigned this newsletter to
better showcase the work you make possible and to highlight the ongoing
opportunities for you to get involved. In the pages ahead, we share stories
that span new legislation that promotes food rescue to a feature on a
volunteer who has donated more than 700 hours to our organization in
just two years. The accomplishments that we bring to light in this newsletter
would not be possible without the many people who are involved: our
volunteers, partners, staff, board of directors, and donors.

Thank you for being a part of our mission.

- \ With gratitude,

=@
o\

Dan Shea

*According to a report published in November 2020 by the San Diego Hunger Coalition.
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FISCAL YEAR 2021 BY THE NUMBERS

Your support made the following possible between July 1, 2020
and June 30, 2021:
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Food or
medicine?

FOOD

SHOULDN’T
BE AN

IMPOSSIBLE)
CHOICE

TAKE ACTION

feedingsandiego.org/cross-out-hunger
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NEIGHBOR IN NEED

A Newly Divorced Mother of Five Finds Herself
in Need of a Helping Hand

The fallout from the pandemic continues to affect lives well over a year
after it upended life as we knew it. We met Karlyn at one of our Together
Tour sites that are dedicated to large-scale food distribution in “hunger
hot spots.” She shared more about what led her to need a helping hand
and how the pandemic completely changed her life.

“l got divorced in the pandemic. | wasn’t working, | was staying home,
homeschooling prior to the pandemic and my divorce. Obviously, | had
to be home with my kids to homeschool, so | couldn’t go out and get a
full-time job. I'm the only parent. | didn’t have a choice,” she shares.

“Together, me and the kids were doing Instacart as a family. It’s just having
to be really creative. | don’t know if the kids will go back to school full-
time this fall yet. They haven’t told us anything. | wasn’t working before,
so to just jump into a job, I'm all of sudden single, with five kids, and
they’re homeschooled. | have the kids T00% of the time.

There was a lot of emotional abuse in my marriage and now the kids and
| are doing great. | love being with my kids. Weirdly, the pandemic was

a good experience for us. It was a healing time for us except for the fear
of the finances, and the food. That’s been hard. So now we’re rebuilding
and things like this help. | never knew there was stuff like this out here
because | didn’t have to look for it.”

Fortunately, she found out about the Together Tour on Facebook. “I
didn’t even know people were still doing this. We had a church who
was giving food but then they just stopped doing it. Then | saw this and
thought ‘This is awesome.”

To learn more about the Together Tour series of large-scale free

food distributions and see a list of all dates and locations, please
visit feedingsandiego.org/together-tour.
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

How Feeding San Diego’s Programs Support
Thousands of San Diego Students

Feeding San Diego has long provided support to San Diego County
students through various programs that alleviate child hunger by
providing free, nutritious food to children, youth and their families at
their schools. This ensures consistent, reliable access to healthy food in
convenient locations where they are already comfortable.

When classrooms in California reopen for the fall term, all 6.2 million
public school students will have access to free school meals, regardless
of their family’s income, thanks to the universal school meal program
covered by the California state budget. This is an important step
forward, however, hunger extends beyond the walls of the classroom.
Feeding San Diego will continue to help feed kids after school, at home,
on weekends and during the summer months by working with local
schools and community partners. Our programs provide nutritious
produce, dry goods, and prepared meals to low-income students and
their families at different times of the day and week.

Our School Pantry Program provides routine food distributions
consistently in the same locations at each campus as well as additional
community resources.

The Backpack Program provides local students with an easy-to-carry
bag filled with healthy staple items and three to four pounds of fresh
produce when leaving school on Thursday or Friday afternoon.

The Youth Meals Program, which operates the federally funded Summer
Food Service Program and Child and Adult Care Food Program, helps
meet children’s needs during the summer months and after school

by providing free and nutritious meals and snacks at accessible sites
throughout San Diego County.

To learn more about our Feeding Kids initiative and all
the programs it encompasses, visit:

feedingsandiego.org/feeding-kids.
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Above: Volunteer Gil at the Feeding San Diego distribution center.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

How One Volunteer Creates Transformational
Impact Through Donated Time

[t’'s 9 AM on a Friday morning and Gil is ready to serve. In fact, he’s already
been at this site for three hours, getting everything set up for the day’s
food distribution. The sun is shining intensely in the parking lot of
Emmanuel Faith Community Church in Escondido, but Gil is prepared.
He’s got his sunglasses, a safety vest, and light-colored clothing to keep
him comfortable while checking in over 260 cars that day to receive
food assistance. This food distribution alone will support more than
1,200 people facing hunger.

Since Gil started volunteering with Feeding San Diego in June 2019, he
has donated 725 hours of his time to our organization. From his presence
at every single Together Tour food distribution (34 and counting!) to his
creation of a special tool to measure and cut the mesh bags Feeding
San Diego packs its produce in, Gil’s contributions are many. He finds
community in his work with Feeding San Diego, which is what keeps him
coming back.

“Everybody seems to enjoy what they are doing,” he shares. “l noticed
this the very first day | went in for my interview to be a recurring
volunteer. | enjoy meeting the different volunteers not only in the
warehouse but also at the large distributions. This doesn’t overshadow
the reason why | volunteered in the first place: | hope | am helping those
that are in need a little bit.”

You most certainly are, Gil. Thank you for your dedication and support!
Q@@D'\
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FOOD RESCUE SPOTLIGHT

New Legislation Makes Food Rescue Mandatory

Starting on January 1, 2022, Senate Bill 1383 will make it mandatory in
California for businesses that regularly have surplus edible food, like
grocery stores and food distributors, to donate excess food to hunger relief
organizations like Feeding San Diego and our community partners. The
purpose of this legislation is to minimize the amount of organic waste in
landfills, which is a leading cause of methane emission in the atmosphere,
according to CalRecycle. In 2024, additional businesses like restaurants
and hotels will join the list of those who must donate.

This new legislation makes Feeding San Diego’s mission—ending hunger
through food rescue—part of the fabric of everyday business for
countless companies that regularly have excess food that could feed
people facing hunger. It’'s a major victory for hunger relief organizations
throughout the state and will benefit the more than one million people
in San Diego County who face hunger.

Feeding San Diego has been rescuing food since it was founded 14 years
ago because it was clear that diverting good food from the landfill is a
forward-thinking solution to ending hunger and protecting our planet. In
our last fiscal year, we rescued 27,282,775 pounds of food and distributed it
to those in need. But there’s more work to be done: According to ReFed,
35% of all food in the U.S. goes to waste every year. That’s $480 billion
worth of food!

Feeding San Diego uses MealConnect, a free app developed by Feeding
America, to enable food donors to easily notify our organization when
there is excess food to pick up. It’s time to feed people, not landfills. If
your business has surplus food to donate, or you work for an organization
that could distribute food, please visit feedingsandiego.org/donate-food
to learn how to get involved.

Below: Vegetables rotting in a landfill that could have been rescued to help feed people facing hunger.
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THANK YOU '/
O OUR DONORS

Feeding San Diego extends gratitude to our generous supporters who
made gifts of $2,500 or more, from April 1, 2021 through June 30, 2021.

$100,000 & Above

James Doehring, Estate of Frederic
Mizen Doehring

$99,999-$50,000

Booz Allen Hamilton

Ford Motor Company Fund

Jersey Mike’s

The California Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery

Vertex Pharmaceuticals

Walmart Foundation

$24,999-$10,000

Brookfield Properties

Costco

County of San Diego, District 5
Crocs

CVS

Dennis and Audrey Beth DiLucente
Exact Sciences

Gant Family Foundation

HMC Designing Futures Foundation

13 | Tel: 858.452.3663

Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies
Johnson Fistel

The Patriots Connection, a program
of Rancho Santa Fe Foundation

Peter M. Lee Fund
SCAN Community Giving
Scoop San Diego

Seth Sprague Educational and
Charitable Foundation

The Meyer Charitable Foundation

The Rancho Bernardo Community
Foundation

The Sandra B. Phelps Legacy Fund
The Starbucks Foundation
Urbanek Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation
Anonymous

$9,999-$5,000

A.M. Ortega Construction

AEQ, Inc. American Eagle and Aerie
Alan Hauck

AT&T

California Bank & Trust



California Foundation for Stronger
Communities

Caterpillar Foundation
Darren and Kimberly Robbins
E. & J. Gallo Winery

Gayle Klusky

Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP
Hisako Coox and Kerry Coox
Hot Topic/BoxLunch

James Harris

Marty Cass Charitable Fund
Max and Sharon Gardner
Perfect Snacks

Rady Foundation

Rubio’s Coastal Grill

The Ning Family Charitable Fund
USE Credit Union

W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Whole Foods Market
Anonymous (2)

$4,999-$2,500

American Express
AnswerForce
Chuao Chocolatier
DAVE, Inc
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Elizabeth Keadle

Gail Barker

HDR Inc.

Helix Environmental Planning
James and Rita Morris

Laura Young

LeGrys Family Charitable Fund
Mary Lee McNaughton

Nancy Miller

Pampered Chef

Paul and Jacklyn Horton

Price Philanthropies

RC Creations Inc

RSM US Foundation

San Marcos Community Foundation
The Alpert Family Foundation
The Cheesecake Factory

The Kassel Family Fund
Thomas Volle

Anonymous

You make the work
we do possible.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

FEED 365

A recurring gift of just $42 per month feeds a family
in San Diego for a week! Become a Feed 365 member
and join our community of monthly donors.

Visit feedingsandiego.org/feed-365

INCLUDE FEEDING SAN DIEGO IN YOUR LEGACY

Make a lasting impact by making a planned gift to
Feeding San Diego. We’ve partnered with FreeWill
to help you create your legal will or revocable living
trust for free. Call Ali Colbran at (858) 452-3663 x156

or visit feedingsandiego.org/planned-giving.
VOLUNTEER

Volunteers are critical to our mission. There are
many different types of opportunities available for
youth, adults, seniors and groups to get involved.
Visit feedingsandiego.org/volunteer.

DONATE YOUR CAR

A vehicle donation can help those facing hunger!
Donate your car, truck, motorcycle, boat, RV or golf
cart in any condition for an impactful tax-deductible
donation. To get started, call (855) 500-7433 or visit
feedingsandiego.org/donate-your-vehicle.

For more ways to get involved,
visit feedingsandiego.org/get-involved
or scan the QR code using your smartphone camera.
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